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Executive Summary 
In hydrology, you trace water from source to sink, or follow non-point-source pollution upstream to its origin. 
Money moves the same way. This report traces, entirely through public records, the flow of funding behind 
the “data centers are good for Virginia” message that has recently saturated Virginia media. Three entities — 
the Data Center Coalition (“DCC”), Virginia Connects, and the Virginia Digital Infrastructure PAC — share 
common officers, a common office, common industry funding, and a common controlling parent. Each of 
these relationships is documented in filings with the Virginia State Corporation Commission, the Internal 
Revenue Service, and the Virginia Department of Elections. None of it is hidden; but the flow only becomes 
visible once the records are mapped end to end. 

This report presents the documented facts and the questions they raise. It does not assert that any law has 
been violated; those determinations rest with the appropriate regulators. Where a characterization would go 
beyond what the records show on their face, this report says so. 

I. Method and Sources 
1. This report relies exclusively on public records: the Virginia State Corporation Commission (“SCC”) 
Clerk’s Information System; the 2024 IRS Form 990 filed by Virginia Connects (EIN 99-3320283); and the 
Statement of Organization and campaign-finance reports filed with the Virginia Department of Elections 
(State Board of Elections) by the VA Digital Infrastructure PAC (Committee ID PAC-24-00021). Each record 
was obtained from its official public source. Figures reproduced below are copies of those records. 

II. Source — The Data Center Industry and Its Trade Association 
2. The Data Center Coalition is the data-center industry’s trade association. Per the SCC record, it is a 
Virginia Nonstock Corporation (Entity ID 08458697), “Active and In Good Standing,” formed June 26, 2019, 
with a principal office at 1250 H St NW, Ste 880, Washington, D.C., and a published contact address at 525-
K East Market Street, Leesburg, Virginia. 

3. The DCC’s board is a roster of the largest owners, operators, and hyperscale users of data-center 
infrastructure. Its President is Josh Levi. Table 1 lists the directors and officers and their member-company 
affiliations. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Table 1. Data Center Coalition directors and officers (source: SCC Clerk’s Information System). 
Name DCC Role Official Title Member Organization 
Shannon Kellogg Chair VP, AWS Public Policy – Americas Amazon Web Services 
Robert M. Jackson Vice Chair EVP, General Counsel & Secretary CyrusOne 
Keith P. Harney Secretary Chief Growth Officer CloudHQ 
Kevin Hughes Treasurer Chief External Affairs Officer STACK Infrastructure 
Josh Levi President President (association executive) Data Center Coalition 
John Stephenson Director VP, Public Policy, Global Vantage Data Centers 
Nick A. Blessing Director Chief of Staff QTS Data Centers 
Page Haun Director Chief Marketing & ESG Strategy Officer Cologix 
Brett Collard Director SVP, Land Development Compass Datacenters 
Maile Kaiser Director Chief Revenue Officer CoreSite (American Tower) 
Kevin Gundersen Director Head of Public Affairs Digital Realty 
Behnaz Kibria Director Director, Gov't Affairs & Public Policy Google 
Jennifer Gallagher Director VP, Head of Global Government Affairs Iron Mountain 
Rima Alaily Director Corporate VP & GC, Infrastructure Legal Microsoft 
Rick Crutchley Director Chief Operating Officer Stream Data Centers 
Natalie Stewart Mitchell Director SVP, Gov't Affairs & Campus Development Switch 

David W. Robinson Director EVP, Strategic Development & GC Aligned Data Centers 
Sara Axelrod Director VP, Public Affairs & Sustainability Crusoe 
Lisa Youngers Director Head of Public Policy & External Affairs EdgeConneX 
Therese Kerfoot Director EVP, Strategy EdgeCore Digital Infrastructure 

Arquelle Shaw Director President, Americas Equinix 
Rebecca Carey-Smith Director Director, Data Center Policy Meta 
Drew Johnson Director Senior Vice President Oppidan 
Chris Curtis Director Global Head of Data Centers Prologis 
Karen Stein Director Chief Administrative Officer & GC T5 Data Centers 

 

III. Channel — Two Downstream Entities 
A. Virginia Connects — the public-messaging arm 

4. Virginia Connects is a 501(c)(4) social-welfare organization. Its stated mission is to “educate the 
public on the benefits” of data centers, and its 2024 Form 990 describes producing “creatively produced 
videos, mailers, and other creative elements” to that end. Its officers are Tim Hughes (Chair), Josh Levi 
(President), and Allison Gilmore (Treasurer). 



 
 

Figure 1. Virginia Connects, 2024 IRS Form 990, Part VII (officers; each reporting zero compensation). 

5. The President of Virginia Connects, Josh Levi, is the same person who serves as President of the Data 
Center Coalition. The two organizations therefore share a chief executive officer. 

6. On its 2024 Form 990, Virginia Connects answers “No” to whether it engaged in direct or indirect 
political campaign activity (Part IV, line 3). The same return omits Schedule R (Related Organizations) and 
answers “No” to the related-organization questions at Part IV, lines 33–38. It reports $1,380,000 in 
contributions on Schedule B, with each contributor listed as “N/A” (withholding donor names from public 
inspection is permitted for a 501(c)(4)). 



 
 

Figure 2. Virginia Connects, 2024 IRS Form 990, Part IV, lines 2–3 (“No” to political campaign activity). 

7. The return’s Part IX reports $1,170,937 in advertising and promotion — the large majority of its 
$1,265,122 in total expenses — and its Part VII, Section B identifies one independent contractor, Link Public 
Affairs of Richmond, paid $693,537 for “digital marketing.” In other words, a public-education nonprofit 
whose revenue is entirely from undisclosed contributors spent nearly all of it on advertising and a single PR 
vendor. 

 

B. The VA Digital Infrastructure PAC — the political arm 

8. The Virginia Digital Infrastructure PAC is a state political action committee. Its Statement of 
Organization, filed with the Virginia Department of Elections, is unusually explicit about its parentage. On its 
face, the PAC (a) checks the box stating it is “established or controlled by a corporation doing business in 
Virginia”; (b) names its affiliated organization as “Data Center Coalition (DCC)”; (c) states its relationship to 
that affiliate as “Unincorporated Political Action Committee of DCC”; and (d) lists the committee email 
nicole@datacentercoalition.org and mailing address 2920 W Broad St, Ste 41, Richmond — the same 
address Virginia Connects reports on its Form 990. 



 
 

Figure 3. VA Digital Infrastructure PAC, Statement of Organization (PAC-24-00021), page 1 — declaring itself the “Unincorporated 
PAC of DCC.” 



IV. The Common Funding Pool 
9. The PAC’s campaign-finance reports identify its contributors. They are, in substantial part, the same 
data-center companies whose officers sit on the DCC board. Table 2 cross-references the PAC’s reported 
large contributions against the DCC governance roster. 

 
Figure 4. VA Digital Infrastructure PAC, Virginia Department of Elections campaign-finance reports (contributions and expenditures) 

https://cfreports.elections.virginia.gov/Committee/Index/43e35166-9b8d-4dc5-bb5a-86233e494fef#ScheduledReports  
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Table 2. Reported large contributions to the VA Digital Infrastructure PAC and their DCC governance overlap 

 
PAC Contributor (per SBE reports) Amount to VDI PAC Also a DCC Director/Officer affiliate? 
Amazon $75,000 (3 gifts) Yes — Shannon Kellogg (Chair) 
STACK Infrastructure $250,000 Yes — Kevin Hughes (Treasurer) 
CloudHQ $175,000 Yes — Keith P. Harney (Secretary) 
Vantage Data Centers $100,000 Yes — John Stephenson 
CyrusOne $25,000 Yes — Robert M. Jackson (Vice Chair) 
Visa $10,000 (payment network member) 

 

Documented large contributions total approximately $635,000. On the expenditure side, the PAC reported more than 
$100,000 in campaign contributions to Virginia candidates of both parties, including a $5,000 contribution to Friends of 
Mark Obenshain on January 6, 2026. 

 

V. Sink — Common Control, Public Opinion, and Political Influence 
10. Read together, the records show a common structure. Table 3 summarizes it: Virginia Connects (a 
nonprofit declaring no political campaign activity) and the VA Digital Infrastructure PAC (a committee making 
political contributions) share leadership and an office, are funded by the same industry, and trace to a 
common parent — the DCC. The PAC states that parentage itself; Virginia Connects is linked through its 
shared President. 

Table 3. Documented relationships among the DCC, Virginia Connects, and the VA Digital Infrastructure PAC. 

 
Entity Officer(s) / Contact Address Documented Relationship 
Data Center Coalition Josh Levi — President 1250 H St NW #880, Washington DC;  

525-K E Market St, Leesburg 
Trade association / parent 
body 

Virginia Connects • Josh Levi — President;  
• Tim Hughes — Chair;  
• Allison Gilmore — Treasurer 

2920 W Broad St, Ste 41, Richmond Shares President with DCC; 
same office as PAC 

VA Digital Infrastructure PAC Nicole Riley — Treasurer 
(nicole@datacentercoalition.org) 

2920 W Broad St, Ste 41, Richmond Self-declared 
“Unincorporated PAC of 
DCC”; “controlled by a 
corporation” 

 

11. Figure 5 maps the full structure: the member technology companies at the source, funding both a 
public-messaging nonprofit and a political action committee, with a common trade-association parent 
exercising officer overlap and (as to the PAC) declared control. 



 
 

Figure 5. Documented funding, officer overlap, and declared control among the DCC, Virginia Connects, and the VA Digital 
Infrastructure PAC (compiled from the public records cited in this report). 

 

VI. Questions Raised by the Record 
12. These documented facts raise questions that are properly directed to regulators and to the public, 
not resolved here: 

(a) How does a 501(c)(4) that shares a President, an office, and a funding base with an affiliated 
political action committee determine that it engaged in no direct or indirect political campaign 
activity, and that no related-organization reporting (Schedule R) was required? 

(b) Should Virginians understand that the “independent” public voice on data centers and the 
political money flowing to their elected representatives trace to the same industry source? 

(c) Are the specific public claims about data-center water use, funded through this structure, 
accurate when measured against utility billing and water-use records? 

 

 

 

 



VII. Conclusion 
13. Public influence, like public water, can be measured — if the records exist. Here they do. The Data 
Center Coalition, Virginia Connects, and the VA Digital Infrastructure PAC are connected by common officers, 
a common office, common industry funding, and, by the PAC’s own declaration, a common controlling 
parent. This report draws no legal conclusions; it maps what the public filings show and invites scrutiny by 
regulators, journalists, and the public. The documents are cited throughout and are available to anyone who 
wishes to verify them. 

Sources 
This report is based on public records and states documented facts and the questions they raise. It does not allege that any person 
or organization has violated any law. 
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Virginia Digital Infrastructure PAC 

Campaign Contributions 
Committee ID PAC-24-00021  ·  Virginia Department of Elections 

The table below lists reported contributions from the Virginia Digital Infrastructure PAC to Virginia House of Delegates 
candidates and committees, cross-referenced against each recipient's district, party, and 2025 general-election 
outcome. Documented contributions total $97,000 across 26 recipients. 

Date Recipient (per PAC report) Legislator Dist. Party Amount Reelected 2025 
01/03/2025 Friends of Scott Wyatt Scott A. Wyatt 60 R $1,500 Won 
11/03/2025 Terry L. Austin for House of Delegates Terry L. Austin 37 R $2,500 Won 
11/03/2025 Kathy Tran for Delegate Kathy KL Tran 18 D $2,500 Won 
10/28/2025 Candi King for VA Candi Mundon King 23 D $5,000 Won, then resigned 
10/28/2025 Nadarius Clark for Delegate Nadarius E. Clark 84 D $2,000 Won 
10/28/2025 Friends of Marcus Simon for Delegate Marcus B. Simon 13 D $2,500 Won 
10/28/2025 McNamara for Delegate Committee Joseph P. McNamara 40 R $2,500 Won 
10/28/2025 Lopez for Delegate Alfonso H. Lopez 3 D $1,500 Won 
10/28/2025 Chris Runion for Delegate Chris Runion 35 R $2,500 Won 
10/28/2025 Friends of Charniele Herring Charniele L. Herring 4 D $5,000 Won 
10/28/2025 Elect Bloxom for Delegate Robert S. Bloxom Jr. 100 R $1,500 Won 
10/28/2025 Friends of Anne Ferrell Tata Anne Ferrell H. Tata 99 R $1,500 Won 
10/28/2025 Destiny for Virginia Destiny L. LeVere Bolling 80 D $1,500 Won 
10/15/2025 Moving Mountains PAC (PAC, not a legislator) — PAC $25,000 N/A 
10/10/2025 Virginia Legislative Black Caucus (caucus committee) — Caucus $5,000 N/A 
10/10/2025 Friends of Irene Shin Irene Shin 8 D $2,500 Won 
10/10/2025 Friends of Briana Sewell Briana D. Sewell 25 D $2,500 Won 
10/10/2025 Friends of Amanda Batten Amanda Batten 71 R $5,000 Lost 
10/10/2025 Friends of Alex Askew Alex Q. Askew 95 D $1,500 Won 
10/10/2025 Michael Feggans for Virginia Michael Feggans 97 D $2,000 Won 
10/10/2025 Friends of Luke Torian Luke E. Torian 24 D $5,000 Won 
10/10/2025 Wilt for Delegate Tony O. Wilt 34 R $2,500 Won 
10/10/2025 Friends of David Bulova David L. Bulova 11 D $2,500 Won, then resigned 
10/10/2025 Ballard for Delegate Jason S. Ballard 42 R $1,500 Won 
10/10/2025 Reid for Delegate David A. Reid 28 D $5,000 Won 
10/10/2025 Friends of Geary Higgins Geary Higgins 30 R $5,000 Lost 

 TOTAL    $97,000  

Summary: candidate committees $67,000  ·  political/caucus committees $30,000  ·  to candidates who lost their 2025 race 
$10,000 (Amanda Batten, Geary Higgins). 
Legend: Won = reelected Nov. 4, 2025;  Lost = defeated;  Won, then resigned = won in Nov. 2025 but left the seat for a cabinet post in early 
2026 (Candi King, Secretary of the Commonwealth; David Bulova, Secretary of Natural Resources). 

Sources: Contribution data from VA Digital Infrastructure PAC (PAC-24-00021), Virginia Department of Elections campaign-finance reports. Legislator 
name and district from the Virginia House of Delegates official member directory (house.vga.virginia.gov), 2026 session. Reelection outcomes from 
2025 certified results (Virginia Department of Elections, Ballotpedia, Associated Press). Party labels are compiler identification. This document states 
documented facts; it alleges no violation of law. 








